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Prelude in G, BWV 541/1
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Sweelinck (1562-1621)
Father of the North German Organ School

● Heinrich Scheidemann ca. 1595-1663
● Jakob Praetorius 1586-1651
● Matthias Weckmann ca.1616/19–1674)
● Johann Adam Reincken 1643-1722
● Dieterich Buxtehude ca. 1637/39-1707
● Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750



Oude Kerk (Old Church), Amsterdam



Onder een linde groen 
(Dutch)

Unter der Linden grüne 
(German)

Under the Linden Green

SWEELINCK 
(1562-1621)



Dieterich
(Diderich)
Buxtehude
ca.1637/39 –1707

Danish/German



Marienkirche 
(St. Mary’s 
Church), Lübeck

Destroyed by air 
raid in 1942



Organ Tablature

Elias Nikolaus 
Ammerbach 
(ca. 1530 – 1597)
● Tablature
● Ornamentation
● Fingering
● Organ music

Bach owned book





Available on imslp.org



J.S. Bach

Orgelbüchlein
(Little Organ 

Book)

Tablature



Detail: Orgelbüchlein Tablature



Stylus Fantasticus
Improvisatory~Sectional~Imitative/Fugal

J.S. Bach: Toccata, Adagio, and Fugue, BWV 654



Praeludium in D, BuxWV 139

BUXTEHUDE
ca.1637/39 –1707



Bach’s Long 
Walk

Arnstadt to 
Lübeck
250 miles

1705- Age 20



Nun Danket Alle Gott, 
BWV 657 

Sung today as 
“Now Thank We All Our God”

J.S. BACH
1685-1750
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South



Girolamo 
Alessandro 
Frescobaldi
1583-1643 

Italian



Frescobaldi (1583-1643)
Lineage to J.S. Bach

● Johann Jakob Froberger (1616-1667)
● Georg Muffat (1653-1704)
● Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750



Frescobaldi:
Fiori Musicali

Bach had a copy 
in his library 



Tuning Systems (Early to Modern)

Key signatures closest to C Major in circle of fifths most in tune
● Pythagorean--5ths pure
● Mean-Tone--modified 5ths to improve 3rds 
● Well-Tempered--altered 5ths more

○ Playing in all keys tolerable but keys still maintained 
their “unique” tuning

All key signatures equally in tune (or out of tune!)
● Equal Temperament--½ steps are equidistant

○ Not standard until well after Bach’s death



Decorative Scroll from the 
Title Page of the

Well Tempered Clavier



Bergamasca

FRESCOBALDI
1583-1643 



Please join us here tomorrow 
from 2:15-3:30 for

 
Dancing Fingers: 

An Introduction to Historical 
Keyboard Fingering Practices

Slides: www.jrichardsonmusic.com

Dr. Wyatt Smith 
wdsmith@pugetsound.edu

Joann Richardson, NCTM
organistjoann@gmail.com

Toccata in F, BWV 540

J.S. BACH 1685-1750 
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